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Dear 

As I sit to write to you, I am in my happy place – Silver Lake – a place where I have found 

myself at peace since I was a child. I have been coming to Silver Lake since the age of 12, first 

as a conferee, then summer staff as a teenager, and now volunteering as an adult. I have 

introduced my three children to the “magic” of Silver Lake and have loved watching it become 

their happy place – where they are accepted for their whole selves and experience God’s love

and the incredible ministry of Silver Lake. 

When I learned that Silver Lake would not be able to safely operate during the summer of 2020 

because of the global pandemic, I was devastated. As a parent, I was disappointed for my 

daughter as she would not be able to spend her usual week at camp in community with old and 

new friends. As an individual, I felt the loss of not being able to serve camp as the camp nurse. 

As a member of the Silver Lake community, I was saddened to think of all the young people 

who would miss the opportunity to “Love God, Love Your Neighbor, Love Yourself and Love 

Creation'' in a safe space knowing they are loved just as they are. 

Above all, I was worried about what this meant for the financial health of my beloved camp. 

How would the loss of income from an entire summer of camp and retreat season impact 

the future of Silver Lake? True, there was not a summer staff to employ, but the grounds and 

facilities still need to be maintained and occasionally repaired. The expenses far outweigh the 

small revenue received from the creative programming Silver Lake offered in place of           
in-person camp. 

After months of meetings, brainstorming and hours of planning by many vested individuals, 

Silver Lake was able to safely open for the summer of 2021, albeit differently than summers 

past. Camper numbers were restricted due to state regulations, the number of staff available to 

hire was limited compared to years past, and only three 2-week sessions were offered compared 

to the usual seven 1-week sessions. Summer camp 2021 was financially helpful to Silver 

Lake, but nowhere near what’s needed to recoup the losses suffered. 

So, as I sit here at the end of July in the Health and Welcome Center (HWC), I reflect on the 

high school conference’s worship service last evening. The scripture reading was 1 Corinthians 

12: 12-31. A few verses that stood out to me were, “As it is, however, God put every different 

part in the body just as God wanted it to be. There would not be a body if it were all only one 

part! As it is, there are many parts but one body. If one part of the body suffers, all the other 

parts suffer with it; if one part is praised, all the other parts share its happiness.” We are all 

many different parts but together, we are one community. One Silver Lake community sharing 

in the suffering and rejoicing in the praise of Silver Lake. Now more than ever, it takes all of 

us together in community to support Silver Lake’s ministry.  

I ask that you join me and my family in support of Silver Lake and its mission by making a gift 

to The Fund for Silver Lake. Your gift, of any level of generosity, will help ensure that Silver 

Lake, its community, and ministry will be there for many years to come. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah B. Barker 

Silver Lake Board Member, Summer Nurse, Parent, Alum 
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