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COME TO
SILVER LAKE
Changing Lives
Since 1957

“Great job putting together a
camp during the pandemic!
Keeping everyone safe was
well done. Isaiah came back
more mature than when he
left us. It was amazing to
see the more mature Isaiah.
Thank you for your effort!”
COURTNEY K. MASON
“Thanks to all the Silver
Lake staff for taking great
care of Janelle and giving
her a meaningful and fun
experience! Special thanks
to Jalyn and Emily, her
counselors. Janelle couldn’t
stop talking about how
wonderful you were! We have
an unconventional family
makeup. She learned that
‘normal family’ can come
in many different shapes.
Thank you for opening her
eyes to this and having her
understand that with God, all
things are possible.”
GINA MAGENNIS
“This was Madison’s third
time going to Silver Lake.
I can’t begin to explain all
that she learned about God,
but also, the friends she
made. We all could not be
happier with the experience
she received from Silver
Lake!!”
SUSAN LUSKER

www.silverlakect.org

SILVER LAKE
Camp & Retreat Center

www.SilverLakeCT.org
223 Low Road, Sharon, CT 06069 • 860-364-5526 • slcrc@silverlakect.org
Silver Lake Is the Year-Round Outdoor Ministry of the Southern New England Conference of the United Church of Christ

Come See What’s
New In 2022
Welcome to Silver Lake Camp and Retreat
Center, where we are doing something new!
We are excited to enter 2022 with a new
name that better
describes who we
are and what we
do. We are offering
new ways to be
involved, from family
days this spring
to volunteering at
summer camp to
coming as a camper.
Another new
thing this year is Day
Camp. Now campers
entering grades 1
through 3 will have a
chance to experience
the magic of Silver
Rev. Ryan Gackenheimer
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Lake alongside our
Week 1 conferences.
We continue to widen the welcome at
Silver Lake, this summer offering campers the
option of a non-gendered cabin. Check out the
website for more information.
And, I am proud to tell you, Silver Lake
continues our long tradition of providing
life-changing experiences of God’s love in
creation. Young people come to camp to learn
about who they are, to learn about others, to
learn about living in community, and to learn
to simply be, just as they always have.
Our summer staff develop leadership skills
and gain real-world experience that prepares
them for both college and future careers, while
our dedicated volunteer deans and counselors
have the opportunity to deepen their own faith
through serving our campers.
Silver Lake 2022 is truly for everyone, of
any age. Come to Silver Lake to explore your
beliefs, play outside, connect with a faith
community, and bask in God’s love. Come be
a part of the new thing that God is doing at
Silver Lake in 2022! Welcome back!
Rev. Ryan Gackenheimer,
Executive Director
ryang@silverlakect.org

OPEN
HOUSE

LIFE AT
SILVER LAKE
It’s my first time at camp!

Welcome! We’re glad you’re here! And
you will not be the only one here for the
first time (even if you’re in high school).
Our conferees (campers) tell us they
make new friends on the very first day
of camp, every year. You’re in for a week
of outdoor fun with a whole conference
(your camp group) full of new friends.

Sunday, May 15
1-5 p.m.

Silver Lake staff, counselors, and
deans are ready to introduce
you to camp! Take a tour on foot
or hop on the hayride. See the
cabins and other buildings, find
out where the Freds (bathrooms)
are, and check out the ropes
courses and the waterfront.
A visit to Silver Lake before
camp is the best way for a firsttime camper (conferee) to know
what to expect — you might
even run into a new friend who
will be in the same conference
this summer! We’ll provide the
cookies, you bring your questions.
See you there!
RSVP for Open House to
slcrc@silverlakect.org by May 10.

A typical day

“I learned
how to be
enthusiastic and
have fun. It’s
okay to try new
things and talk
to new people.”

A day at camp is very busy, full of
games, crafts, swimming, singing, and
campfires. And you’ll have quiet time
after lunch to read, write letters home, or
even take a nap. You will have the chance
to meet God in a very unique setting.
Your conference will lead worship one
night. You and your new friends will
pick the songs, stories, poems, prayers,
dances, and sometimes silliness that add
up to a truly engaging worship service.

GRADE

8

GRADE

5

“Even though I’m gluten-free,
kitchen staff had food for me.”

YOU ARE WELCOME
AS YOU ARE
Silver Lake Camp and Retreat
Center strives to create an
intentional, welcoming, Christian
community accessible to all.
The staff and Board of Directors
believe that exposure to diverse
expressions of humanity is
beneficial to all God’s children.
Silver Lake welcomes and
affirms campers, staff, volunteers,
and guests of all races,
ethnicities, gender identities
and expressions, and sexual
orientations. Please be in touch
with camp administration so that
we can best support you while
you are here.

GRADE

6

Bringing the Magic of Silver
Lake to Younger Campers

ADAPTING TO COVID - 19

Rising 1st-3rd graders,
join us for daily adventures!
MORE INFO INSIDE!

GRADE

12

“A camp accepting
of minority groups
and fueled by social
justice and making
kids feel safe.”

While a lot of your group’s activity will
center on your theme, all conferences are
camp experiences first: You will live at
camp, eat in the Social Hall with the other
conferences, swim in the lake, have the
opportunity to check out the high and low
ropes courses, dig around in the garden,
and sit around a campfire. Also, each
conference takes turns leading all-camp
worship one night of the week.
For more information about what to
expect at camp, visit our website at
www.silverlakect.org/summercamp.

“Silver Lake is fun and
respectful of who you are.”

2022 DAY CAMP
AT SILVER LAKE

The camp experience

Silver Lake’s Covid policies will evolve
over the spring and follow recommended
guidelines. We will communicate out to our
families as soon as we can.
For 2022, we are planning a leaner, but
stronger and more flexible program. This will
give us the ability to adapt as circumstances
change. Our hope is to expand offerings
throughout early 2022. Stay tuned to our
website and social media for updates.
And, everyone who comes to Silver Lake
must be fully vaccinated against Covid-19:
staff, volunteers, campers. If someone in your
family who is coming to camp has a medical
exemption or is too young for a vaccine,
please contact us for more information.
We appreciate your patience as we work
to bring you a safe, fun, and fulfilling summer
camp experience.

Silver Lake Camp & Retreat Center
Mission Statement

Silver Lake Camp & Retreat Center, a yearround outdoor ministry of the Southern
New England Conference of the United
Church of Christ, is called to covenant with
God and with the churches and people of
the conference in the work of forming lifesustaining leaders for the church and the
world, by offering:
• Experiences of inclusive and nurturing
Christian community
• Opportunities to grow and participate
as Christ’s disciples
• A model of sustainable environmental
stewardship of God’s world.
We worship, learn, play, serve, and work
together, respecting the right of private
judgement. We seek to provide a safe
environment of acceptance regardless
of race, ethnicity, gender, or sexual
orientation, reflecting our unity in Christ
and respecting the faith journeys of all of
God’s children.

COME TO
CAMP!

Pick the conference for you and register online today! www.SilverLakeCT.org

SILVER LAKE

“Silver Lake is amazing,
an accepting and
wonderful space filled
with fun and diversity
that brings you close
to God. You will have a
great week here.”

Camp & Retreat Center
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COUNSELOR-IN-TRAINING
Betty Geiling

So you want to be a counselor at Silver Lake? Join
us for a three-day interview and training session
to become one of the future leaders of Silver Lake!
You will learn how to lead games, how to quiet a
roomful of conferees, how to keep them safe, and
how to help God change their lives while enriching
your own. Successful completion of this weekend
program will make you eligible to be a counselor or
CIT in Summer 2022.

$145

MY LOVED ONE & ME

HALF-WEEK, JUNE 26-29
Amie Giguere & Ellen Willert

Take your loved one — mom, dad, grandparent,
you name it! — on a camp adventure! Dive into the
waterfront, swing at High Ropes, create artwork
at the Art Grotto, and learn about your faith. The
grownups will have a solo adventure, and you can
fly on your own!

$675 / $600 / $525 PER PAIR
4 PLUS ADULT

GONE M.A.D.D.

COUNSELOR RETREAT

Music. Art. Dance. Drama. We’ll explore it all
while making new friends, learning about God,
and having fun outdoors at camp. Explore your
passion — what are you M.A.D.D about? Bring your
voice, your instrument, your sense of adventure
and wonder and see what we can create together.

$45 / $5 / $0

AGE 16 - ADULT

JUNE 19 - 25

PIONEER

Jen Bourque & Graham Sweetnam

WONDERFULLY MADE

RAISE YOUR VOICE

You are wonderfully made by God, and you
are a creator, too! Join us at camp for a week
of creation. Together we will make art, music,
friends, and so many memories! Enjoy swimming
at the waterfront, adventuring on the ropes
courses, digging in the garden, and playing on the
ball field as we make wonderful things.

Who are you and how do you let others know who
you are? Join us as we find that voice inside of
each of us, the one that has a lot to say but doesn’t
often speak, and tell our stories through poetry,
art, lyrics, and more! We are all created uniquely
in the image of God and deserve to shout it from
the rooftops (or through the ballpark). Bring your
pens, your instruments, and let’s raise your voice!

Josh Geiling & Amanda Green

$675 / $600 / $525
5

6

Brittany Anderson

$675 / $600 / $525
7

8

STILL SINGING

Whendi Cook, Val Tutson,
& Vin Urbanowski

Community

Bring your dramatic voice, your dancing feet, your
brilliant mind, your musical instrument, and any
other of God’s gifts to you that you want to share.
We will explore where our faith meets the issues
of today as we write, compose, and perform an
original Biblical musical for a joyous experience
of worship.

$750 / $675 / $600

9
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WEEK 2 July 3-9 • Chaplain: Rev. Jennifer Gingras

APRIL 8 - 10
Jennifer Kronholm Clark

WHY ARE THERE THREE PRICES? Actual Cost / First Discount / Second Discount

WEEK 1 June 26-July 2 • Chaplain: The Spirit Is Still Discerning, TBA

AGES 15 & 16

Group games, cabin bonding, faith exploration,
homesickness, bugs, fun, sun, outdoor adventure.
We’ll cover it all! Learn how to make the magic
of camp happen for your campers, while keeping
them safe. This retreat is open to all who will serve
as counselors at Silver Lake, whether it’s your
first time or your 20th time. Join us for a weekend
of community building and skills training and
get ready to have the best week of your summer!
This weekend fulfills the in-person training
requirement for counselors serving in 2022.

GRADES 1 - 3

SUMMER 2022 SCHEDULE

LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCES
MARCH 4 - 6

AGES 15 & 16

Sunday, May 15
1-5 p.m.

GRADE

Encountering God’s Love in Creation
GRADE IN SEPTEMBER 2022

OPEN
HOUSE

Betty Geiling

$675 / $600 / $525

4

5

TE FITI, OHANA, MOR’DU
AND THE ELEMENTALS
Miranda Moeller

Love God, love your neighbor, love yourself,
love creation – it’s the Silver Lake way! Explore
the Silver Lake loves through familiar animated
characters and beloved stories, while learning
more about yourself and making friends.

$675 / $600 / $525
5

6

COMPASS

Tadd Allman-Morton & Taylor DeMur

Come explore your talents, experiences, and
relationships that make you who you are. At
Compass we will navigate the challenges that
young people face and learn how to guide
ourselves and the people around us to a bright
future. Dive into the music, nature, and culture of
Silver Lake to discover your direction.

$675 / $600 / $525
7

8

REEL TO REAL

Erica Meyer & Julie Richardson

Fade up on another beautiful day at Silver Lake!
Each day we will write, produce, direct, and film
our own videos. We’ll explore social issues while
learning technical aspects about telling stories on
video. Learn more about God, your neighbor, and
yourself through the lens of a camera. Come join
the fun!

$675 / $600 / $525
9
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WEEK 3 July 10-16 • Chaplain: Rev. Nicolette Siragusa

TEAM LEGO

Kristen Kleiman

Everything is awesome when you are part of a
team! During a fun-filled week, we will build
connections with God, creation, and each other
as we play games, participate in the Challenge
Course, swim, do arts & crafts, enjoy God’s

GOD SONG
Ally Massi

Do you love to sing, act, write, dance, create
art, or play an instrument? Join us as we form a
community of creative spirits, discovering each
other’s talents. We’ll go for nature walks, write
and perform, form a band or two (bring your

FUN IN THE SON

Cameron Hull & Brian Lapis

When Jesus is your head coach, welcoming the
stranger and loving your neighbor are more
important than defeating your opponent. In this
high energy week of playing, passing, and scoring,
we’ll exercise our bodies, minds, and spirits (yoga

ROCK OF AGES: UNPLUGGED
Bowen Kirwood
& Amber Novotney

The sounds, the songs, the smell of the campfire
& cookies — explore your love of music at camp!
Bring your voices, creativity, ideas, instruments
and spend a week unplugged learning about

Lifelong Friends

Jen Bourque & Graham Sweetnam

Do you LOVE Silver Lake? Like LOVE it love it? Do
you love mission trips? Do you like helping out?
Cool work projects? Getting covered in paint?
Finding new BFFs? COME TO PIONEER! It’s like a
mission trip but at camp! Whether you’re a master
carpenter or have never seen a hammer in your
life, this is the conference for you! Due to the date
of this conference, youth are eligible to attend if
they can make it to camp by June 21. Attendance
counts toward community service hours.

$600 / $525 / $450
9

10 11 12

CLERGY CAMP
JUNE 29 - JULY 2

Course, swim, do arts & crafts, enjoy God’s
creation, and of course, have fun with Legos.

$675 / $600 / $525

and perform, form a band or two (bring your
instrument!), gaze at the stars, learn a dance, play
games … and on the way we’ll create an amazing
worship service!

$675 / $600 / $525

4

5

5
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$290

FIND YOUR GROOVE

GAME ON!

Alex Renna & Avi Valdez

Come join us for a week filled with drumming,
music, and celebrating YOU! From simple
rhythms to complex arrangements, from
bodhráns to janggus, water bottles to sticks, we’ll
make some noise. Together we will explore God’s
gift of music and all the other gifts that make you
special. Come find your groove with us!

$675 / $600 / $525

Join us for daily adventures!
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JUNE 27-JULY 1

8:45 am – 4:45 pm Lunch Included
Limited slots for before and/or after care
Tiered pricing: $385/$340/$300
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GR AD ES 1 - 3
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Alex Shea Will

9

Kickball, basketball, volleyball, soccer, rugby,
lacrosse. If it’s a team sport, we’ll try it out! Join
us for a high energy week of running, jumping,
playing, and teamwork. We’ll also make time
for art, music, swimming, and ropes course
adventures. Learn how your unique, God-given
gifts make you an outstanding teammate!

$675 / $600 / $525

CAN YOU DIG IT?

10 11 12

Leadership

MACH 2

Miranda Moeller
& Shane Montoya

Adventure! Archaeology! Playing in dirt and
mud! Together, we’ll explore our ancient faith
with the modern tools of science while having
fun together. We’ll play games, expand our faith
horizons, and learn what people’s “stuff” can tell
us about how they lived. Come dig up artifacts,
learn about ancient life, and connect history to
your daily life.

$675 / $600 / $525

MULTI-ADVENTURE CHALLENGE
Charlie Kuchenbrod
& Mary Kuchenbrod

Get ready for an extremely active week at Silver
Lake! Each day will bring a new challenge:
hiking, biking, climbing, canoeing. We will
go off-site most days for our adventures. Our
hearts will grow stronger as we exercise, bond
with our fellow adventurers, and connect with
God. Conferees should be fit enough to enjoy
challenges such as a hike to a local summit, six
miles total for the day. Bike rental included.

$790 / $710 / $635
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Deepening Faith

WEEK 5 July 24-30 • Chaplain: Rev. Patty Kogut

STEAM TEAM

Y’ALL MEANS ALL

Sara & Dan Krhla

If you love science, technology, engineering, art,
or math, then this conference is for you! We’ll
build boats like Noah, do experiments with water,
and play with important numbers from the Bible.
Nature hikes, campfires, and swimming will
inspire us to make our own works of art. Come
stretch your creativity as we enjoy the wonder of
God’s creation.

4

Bringing the Magic of Silver Lake
to Younger Campers

$750 / $675 / $600

WEEK 4 July 17-23 • Chaplain: Rev. Erick Olsen

$675 / $600 / $525

2022 DAY CAMP
AT SILVER LAKE

and spend a week unplugged learning about
community, faith, and building a musical
experience in God’s Backyard. Join the band!

$675 / $600 / $525
7

Jackie Hall & Terry Yasuko Ogawa

Join fellow clergy for reflection, renewal, and
worship in the woods. We’ll enjoy all the best that
Silver Lake has to offer — boating, hiking, singing,
creating, and making friends — and opt-in to Bible
study, sermon prep, and vocational development.
And of course a campfire with s’mores! Come
to deepen your relationship with God and your
colleagues! This conference is open to all authorized
ministers.

we’ll exercise our bodies, minds, and spirits (yoga
& dancing, too!). We’ll share some laughs, share
God’s love, and make lifelong friends! Join our
team!

5

Tracy Morin & Tina Walker-Morin

Does it feel like there’s so much more going
on inside you than what can be seen from the
outside? Join us for a week of camp fun as we
explore what it means to be accepted as our full
selves. We’ll build God’s beloved community
through games, gardening, swimming, climbing,
singing, and supporting each other. Y’all are
welcome here!

$675 / $600 / $525
6
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SING PRAISE

Leanna Bonafini & Val Tutson

Let all the earth sing praise … and dance, and
paint, and make music. We’ll explore our
different ways of prayer and worship as we join
forces to create an original Biblical musical and
share it with the Silver Lake community. Come
exercise your gifts and talents and perhaps
discover some new ones.

$750 / $675 / $600
7
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CARRY THE TORCH

Bernie Hinckley & Andrew Wicks

Join us for a truly Herculean week full of sports
and competition! In the spirit of the Ancient
Greeks, we invite all to join our own version of
the Summer Olympics. Get ready to challenge
yourself, focusing on mind, body, and spirit.
Along the way we will learn about teamwork and
how this all ties into being better Christians and
citizens of the world.

$675 / $600 / $525
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WEEK 6 July 31-August 6 • Chaplain: Rev. Darrell Goodwin

FAMILY CAMP 1

SILVER LAKE’S GOT TALENT

STEPPING STONES

And so do each of us! Discover yours in a
supportive audience of new friends. Bring your
talent or discover a new one, from gymnastics
to video making, poetry to riddles, crossword
puzzles to high ropes challenges, for a week full of
new friends, new challenges, and celebrating our
gifts from God.

God’s people come in many colors, but the world
doesn’t treat all of them equally. Together we can
take steps to make our world more fair and just.
We’ll also step up to the challenge on high ropes,
create art, enjoy the outdoors, and take your life
up a notch. YOU have what it takes to reach the
next step. This is an intentionally diverse racial
justice conference.

Karen Choate & Rebekah Lyon

HALF-WEEK, JULY 31-AUG. 3
Liz & Danny Garrigan-Byerly

Families of every size and description are welcome
to gather and enjoy all that Silver Lake has to offer.
We’ll worship together, be challenged by the ropes
courses, cool off in the lake, and much more, while
learning what it means to be a family, not just to
each other, but to all God’s people.
$265/adult; $165/10 & under;
Free/under 3; $860 family cap

$675 / $600 / $525
4
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Cheryl Caronna

$675 / $600 / $525
6

7

HIKING THE WAY

Diann Bailey & Nada Sellers

Mountain top highs and valley lows are both a
part of the human experience, and God walks
with us all along the way. We will be hiking
and exploring God’s magnificent creation and
reflecting on the ways that God is with us in our
daily lives. This will be a physically demanding
conference; bring an appetite for adventure and
an open heart. New hikes are planned!

$750 / $675 / $600

8
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WEEK 7 August 7-13 • Chaplain: Rev. Fredd Ward

FAMILY CAMP 2
HALF-WEEK, AUG. 7-10
Sara Krhla

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS

Robyn Gray & Cara Michalski

Families of every size and description are welcome
to gather and enjoy all that Silver Lake has to offer.
We’ll worship together, be challenged by the ropes
courses, cool off in the lake, and much more, while
learning what it means to be a family, not just to
each other, but to all God’s people.
$265/adult; $165/10 & under;
Free/under 3; $860 family cap

Ready to make some new friends? We will spend
the week learning to be the best friends we can
be to each other, to ourselves, and to God. Laugh,
sing, play, climb, swim, worship, and become
lifelong friends. Bring your positive attitude and
be prepared to “Love God, love your neighbor, and
love yourself.”

$675 / $600 / $525
4
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MUGGLES & WIZARDS

Sarah Hrix & Joanna Vastola

Gryffindor, Hufflepuff, Ravenclaw, or Slytherin:
Come join us as we explore the world of Harry
Potter and how it connects with God’s call to each
of us! Bring your favorite Potter memorabilia and
your sense of fun! We’ll look for God’s call in the
wizarding world and in our own. We’ll play, pray,
swim, sing — and even get in a game of Quidditch!

THIS JUST IN

Jamie Calligan & Emily McKenna

Descend upon Silver Lake Camp & Retreat Center
to explore where current events and faith collide.
Sing, dance, and laugh throughout camp as you
strengthen your convictions and grow bold in
your expression. Learn how to respond to events
in a way that is true to your faith and yourself.

$675 / $600 / $525
6
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Silver Lake welcomes and affirms campers, staff, volunteers, and guests of all races,
ethnicities, gender identities and expressions, and sexual orientations.

$675 / $600 / $525
9
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REGISTRATION INFO

Registration opens January 15, 2022,
at www.silverlakect.org. If you are not
able to get online, please call the office at
860-364-5526.
A non-refundable $150 deposit
is required to process your registration.
The balance is due by June 1.
A few weeks before your conference,
you will receive a letter in the mail from
your Dean (group leader) with details
about your conference. A packing list is
available in the Parent Guide, online at
www.silverlakect.org/summercamp.

SCHOLARSHIP

Our tiered pricing structure allows you to
choose the cost your family can afford and
helps keep Silver Lake accessible to all.
Silver Lake’s Scholarship Fund (from
special donations) provides financial
assistance to families who need it. Many
local churches also sponsor scholarships
for their youth. Ask your local pastor if
such support is available. Additionally,
scholarship support for youth of color is
available. Email slcrc@silverlakect.org or
call 860-364-5526 for information.

SILVER LAKE CAMP
& RETREAT CENTER

Rev. Ryan Gackenheimer
Executive Director
ryang@silverlakect.org • 860-364-5526
223 Low Road, Sharon, CT 06069
www.silverlakect.org
Southern New England Conference
United Church of Christ
Living the Love & Justice of Jesus

