Share the Adventure

A New High Ropes Course
for Silver Lake

Introduction
At Silver Lake, we strive to create intentional, Christian community while fostering
interdependence and developing leaders. We invite our summer conferees and our
retreat season guests to unplug from the demands of a technology-driven world and
reconnect to nature and the divine. We are blessed with an incredible ministry site in
beautiful Northwest Connecticut that encourages encounters with God in creation. We
are grateful for the support of our generous donors, who have worked with us to
make this vision of inclusive, Christian
community a reality.
One of the best tools we have for both
creating community and connecting with
the outdoors is our Challenge Course. The
Challenge Course at Silver Lake consists of a
Low Ropes Course and a High Ropes Course.
The Low Ropes Course offers team
problem-solving challenges. The Low
Ropes Course is designed to develop trust,
confidence, and communication. The course
is in execellent condition, and we continue to add new elements on a regular basis.
The High Ropes Course offers a breath-taking
experience among the tall trees of Silver Lake. Completing
a high ropes challenge is a pinnacle experience for
our conferees, children and adults alike. The sense
of accomplishment enhances self-confidence
and resilience, and keeps people coming back
to Silver Lake. It provides an opportunity to develop
communications skills, to push personal boundaries, to try
something new, and to literally reach new heights.
The High Ropes Course has served Silver Lake well for
more than a decade. However, due to a variety of factors,
it has been determined that several of the elements can
no longer be used safely and that the most cost-effective
solution is to build a new course at a different location.

The Share the Adventure Campaign
A team consisting of the Executive Director, Board Chair, one of our ropes course
facilitators, and a representative from High Five, the Ropes Course design/build firm that
built our current courses and has designed the new course, has worked diligently over the
last ten months to envision and design a new course that meets our core values.
The new design will bring the High Ropes Course more in line with Silver Lake’s goals of
creating supportive, sustaining community. It will include multiple elements that can
only be completed with the assistance of your team, requiring communication
and teamwork in a way that our current course does not. The new design also will
allow more participants to be engaged at one time, with up to 20 participants taking active
roles in the challenges. In addition, the new design will not require us to add facilitators to
accommodate the larger groups, making the program more cost effective.
In addition to offering our current users a deeper and more intentional team building
experience, the new course will offer greater potential for wider community engagement.
Silver Lake will be better equipped to offer these important community building
experiences to area schools, churches, and those who have not yet experienced the
amazing ministry that happens here.

Your Support

We have developed a comprehensive fundraising plan and have begun the initial phase
of fundraising. The total goal for the Share the Adventure Campaign is to raise $120,000,
with the majority of funds to be secured before the public phase of the Campaign is
launched in February 2018. The Connecticut Conference, in order to assure the availability
of this new asset for the summer of 2018, and having faith in both our donors and how the
Holy Spirit can work among us, advanced the funds for the completion of the new course.
Your support is still urgently needed so that funds will not have to be taken away from other
initiatives at Silver Lake and across the Conference.
We the staff of Silver Lake are very grateful for your thoughtful consideration. We
welcome the opportunity to give you a tour of the new High Ropes site and discuss how
your support will help make this project sustainable.
A gift at any level will help ensure the success of this Campaign and allow
many current and future Silver Lakers to enjoy the benefits of the High Ropes
Course.
We give thanks for our partnership in ministry with you. Blessings on your time of
discernment.

